































eatin 


CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


No. 4. DECEMBER, 1822. Vol. III. 

















From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 
(Concluded.) 


Such are the alarming statements of the reviewer, 
whe is himself a stanch churchman, and who else- 
where says, “The Americans will find, and at no very : 
remote time, that the want of an adequate provision | 
for the moral and religious instruction of the people, 


—that is to say, the want of an established church,—a 


circumstance of which their short-sighted admirers 
have boasted as their peculiar happiness,—wili bring 
upon them, in its inevitable effects, worse evils than 
have ever been produced even by superstition itself !”? , 
But we must not attribute this deficiency of churches, | 4 
and consequently of “moral and religious instruction,” ; 
to any want of tithes, or of lay-patronage; for En- ' 
glishmen, even in the bosom of the church, are taxed ; 
to their hearts’ content, both for church and state. In 


fact, the revenues of the church would have been suf- 
ficient to build houses enough for worship, and support 


‘religious teachers for all classes of society, if they had 
not been diverted into other channels, and given for 
the aggrandizement of a few. While, however, a 
selected number are permitted to enjoy princely in- 
comes* from these revenues, and the great body of 
clergy are compelled to wear out their lives in pov- 
erty ; while a bishop may keep his palace, and the 
curate must be contented with an humble cottage ; 
the people will call in vain for new churches and reli- 
gious instructions. 

We have no such cumbrances and mockery of cor- 


* The bishop of Durham, Dr. Shute Barrington, derives from 
his see £24,000 perannum. Yet many a curate in his diocess 
is necessitated to support himself on the scanty pittance of £40 

- & year. 
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rect institutions in America; and we venture to say, 
the time will never come, when so deplorable a pic- 
ture of the deficiency of religious instruction, as that 
exhibited in the passage just quoted, will be found in 
any part of the United States. We hope ever to look 
to a higher source for the support of our religious in- 
stitutions, than to an overbearing aristocracy, or the 
tyrainy of abeneficed clergy. We think our religious 
conce:ns quite safe in the hands of the great Head of 
the church, and we do not believe any aid is required 
from an earthly tribunal of aspiring men. We have 
no desire to build palaces for domineering ecclesias- 
tics, nor any passion for paying taxes to give them 
salaries four times as large as that of the President of 
the United States. Englishmen may do this, and then 
complain, that millions among them are without the 
means of religious instruction. But we will hold fast 
the simplicity and equality of our religious institu- 
tions, and rejoice to*see the light of christian truth, 
and the power of christian principles, extending to 
every corner of our immense empire. 

We put no reliance on the information of Dr. 
Dwight, who “declared in 1812, that there were three 


* millions of soulsin the United States, entirely destitute 


of all religious ordinances and worship ;”’ nor in that 
of the framers of the report to the Connecticut Society, 
who would have it appear, that “five millions of people 
in the United States are destitute of competent reli- 
gious instruction.» These reports are totally unsup- 
ported by facts. We have not room to enlarge, and 
therefore we will instance only two states, one in the 
eastern part of the union, and the other in the western. 
oo these may be considered as affording a fair 
medium for all the others. 

In Massachusetts, there are about five hundred and 
twenty thousand inhabitants, and seven hundred regu- 
larly organized religious congregations ; making seven 
hundred and forty persons to each congregation. In 
Kentucky the number of inhabitants amounts to five 
hundred and sixty-four thousand. In that state, in 








-“ Inthe well settled parts of this country, and in every 
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the year 1817, there were four hundred and thirty-one 
Baptist congregations. We have seen no returns of 
other denominations, but it is reasonable to suppose, 
that all the others together make at least as many as 
the Baptists. We presume it is not to be credited, 
that in any one of the States, a single sect of any per- 
suasion is more.numerous than all the others. 

This would make in Kentucky somewhat less than 
six hundred and fifty-six persons to each congrega- 
tion. And the average, according to this calculation, 
in Massachusetts and Kentucky, will be, for each 
congregation, six hundred and ninety-five. This, we 
think, may be considered a fair allowance for all the 
states when taken together. ‘This calculation embra- 
ces, we are to understand, persons of all ages and 
conditions. We know not by what ratio the report 
above quoted was made out; but we do not suppose, 
that under any circumstances it would be thought ne- 
cessary, or even expedient, to have more than one reli- 
gious teacher in @ parish consisting of only six hundred 
and ninety-five inhabitants. And altho there may not 
be eutated reacher in every congregation, yet a liberal! 
allowance for vacancies will leave the ratio so small, 
as not essentially to affect the general results. Our 
argument is rather strengthened than weakened, by 
admitting the number of organized congregations 
greatly to exceed the number of preachers; for this 
fact shows, that the religious spirit and zeal of the 
people prompt them to unite in advancing the purposes 
of religious worship, even under the most unfavorable 
circumstances. 

That there are deficiencies in the means of religious 
instruction in many parts of our country, is not to be 
doubted. This is necessary in all new countries, 
which are rapidly settling, and where the pepulation 
is scattered. But to attribute this to any defect in 
our institutions, to a prevalence of irreligion among 
the people, or even to any growing indifference on 
this subject, shows as much weakness as ignorance. 
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part, where local circumstances will permit the peo- 
ple to form societies for public worship, there is as 
much regard for the institutions and ordinances of 
religion, we do not hesitate to say, as in any Christian 
country on earth. And we are mortified and ashamed, 
that any should be found among us giving such dis- 
torted views of this subject, as to put into the hands 
ef captious and cavilling foreigners the weapons of 
abuse and misrepresentation, for which they triumph- 
antly quote our own authority. Till we know our- 
selves and speak truth, we can have no claims to the 
respect of others. 


From the Universalist Magazine. 


PROCEEDINGS @F THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNI- 
VERSALISTS, OF THE NEW-ENGLAND STATES AND 
OTHERS, IN ANNUAL SESSION AT WARNER, N. H. SEP- 
TEMBER 18TH AND 19ru, 1822. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Conyention met 
at the hall of Br. George, on the evening of the 17th, and 
opened the Council with solemn and devout prayer, by Br. 
Samuel C. Loveland. And 

Ist. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

2d. Chose Br. S.C. Loveland and Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d 
Clerks. 

3d. Proceeded to read and examine the letters from various 
societies, and the credentials of the delegates, which furnished 
just occasion for rational joy of heart, and gratitude to our com- 
mon Father in heaven, for the prosperity which he has kindly 
sent to our Sion the year past. 

4th. Pursuant to requests from societies in Cambridgeport, 
Mass. New-London and Wilmot, N. H. and Strafford, Vt. to be 
received into the fellowship of the General Convention, Voted, 
that said requests be granted. 

5th. Chose Brs. Sebastian Streeter, Hosea Ballou, and Russell 
Streeter, a committee to attend to requests, either for letters of 
fellowship, or for ordination, and to report thereon. 

6th. Adjourned until the morning of the 18th at 8 o’clock, 
A. M. Prayer by Br. Elias Smith. 

a Met on the morn:ng of Wednesday; Prayer by Br. Hosea 
Ballou. 
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8th. Called on the Committees which were appointed last 

ear to visit the several Associations in connexion with the 
General Convention, who gave favorable representations con- 
cerning the good work of the Redeemer’s grace in the north, 
the south, the east and the west. 

9th. Adjourned to attend public services. The order of the 
morning service was as follows— 

Br. Kittridge Haven, the introductory prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou, 2d, the sermon from Rom. i. 25, ‘*Who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen.” 

Br. Asa Priest, the concluding prayer. 


Afiernoon Service. 


Br. Sebastian Streeter, the introductory prayer. 

Br. Elias Smith, the sermon from Daniel vii. 13, 14, “And I 
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the ancient of 
days, and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him : his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his king- 
dom that whicb shall not be destroyed.” 

Concluding prayer, Br. John E. Palmer. 


Evening Serrice on Wednesday. 


Br. Russel! Streeter, the introdactory prayer. 

Br. Sylvanus Cobb, the sermon, from St. John iii. 35, 36, 
“The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” 

Br. Benjamin Whittemore, the concluding prayer. 

10th.. Appointed Brs. John E. Palmer, Isaac Whitnall and 
Asa Priest, a committee to visit the Western Association to be 
helden in the town and county of Otsego, N.Y. on the first 
Wednesday and Thursday of June, 1823. 

11th. Appointed Brs. Robert Bartlett, S. C. Loveland, K. 
Haven, and Elias Smith, 2 committee to visit the Northern Asso- 
ciation, to be holden in Barre, Vt. the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in October next. 

12th. Appoimted Brs. H. Ballou, R. Streeter, and Joshua 
Flagg, a committee te visit the Eastern Association, to be 
bolden in Waterville, Me. on the first Wednesday and Thars- 
day in June, 1823. 

13th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d, Elias Smith, and Tho 
mas Whittemore, a committee to visit the Southern Association. 
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to be holden at Western, Mass. on the 2d Wednesday in De- 
cember next. 

14th. Adjourned until Thursday, 8 o’clock, A.M. Prayer 
by brother George W. Brooks. 

15th. Thursday morning, met aecerding to adjournment. | 

Prayer by Br. Lemuel Willis. 

16th. The Committee appointed to consider requests for 
Jetters of fellowship or ordination, reported that it is expedient 
to grant letters of fellowship to Brs. Thomas F. King, city of 
New-York, Linus S. Everett and Joseph Bradley, Hudson, 
N.Y. Lemuel Willis and Dolpbus Skinner, Reading, Vt. ; Hi- 
ram B. Clark, Brookfield, Mass. ; Asa Wheaton and Massena 
B. Ballou, Boston, Mass. ; Hubbard H. Winchester, Halifax, 
Vt. and George W. Brooks.* 

17th. Voted to accept tke above report. 

18th. Adjourned to attend public services. 


Order of the Morning Service. 


Br. 8. C. Loveland, the introductory prayer. 

Br. S. Streeter, the sermon, from 1 John iii. 3, *‘And every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is. 
pure.” 

Br. D. Skinner, the concluding prayer. 


Order of the Afternoon Service. 


Br. Joshua Flagg, the introductory prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou, the sermon, from Psalms xlvi. 4, **There is a 
river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God.” 

Br. R. Bartlett, the concluding prayer. 


Order of the Evening Service. 
“gimme @& 2 

Br. R. Streeter, the introductory vorayer. 

Br. I. Whitnall, the sermon, from Acts xx. $2, “And now, 
brethren, | commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified.” 

Br. H. H. Winchester, the concluding prayer. 

19th. Appointed Br. H. Ballou to arrange the Minutes of this 


session, and accompany the same with a Circular Letter, and 
to publish the whole in the Universalist Magazine as soon as 
convenient. 

20th. Voted to request the Editors of all the periodical pa- 
pers of our order, to insert the Minutes and Circular at large 
in their respective publications. 


2ist. Adjourned the General Convention, to be holden in 


* George W, Brooks was since disfellowshipped at the Nerti 
ern Association, 
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Clinton, N.¥. on the third Wednesday and Thursday in Sep- 


tember, 1823. a3 
Prayer by our aged and much respected brother William 


Farwell. 
HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
SamvgEt C. LovELAND 
Hosea Bawov, 2d. Clerks. 


CIRCULAR. 


The General Convention of Universalists, to the 
various Churches and Societies in its social relation, to 
all who wish well to the cause of universal, impartial 
benevolence and grace, and especially to those who are 
employed, by the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, to feed 
the flock of God with the bread and water of life, sends 
affectionate salutations of fraternal love and Christian 
fellowship. 

BrerHren,—On no former occasion has the Gene - 
ral Convention realized, more sensibly, occasions of 
joy and felicitation. The council was more numerous 
than usual, and the information which was obtained, 
from various parts of our highly favored country, was 
suchas gave great joy of heart, comforting the brethren 
and strengthening their bands. Ne sooner did the 
brethren come together and reciprocate the affectionate 
salutations of Christian fellowship and love, than the 
desirable effects of a uniting spirit were visible in every 
countenance, as they were sensibly felt in every heart. 
The greatest harmony and the warmest brotherly love 

revailed throughout the whole session, directing our 
consultations and bringing them to most happy results, 
in which the entire unanimity of the body was mani- 
fest. 

The public exercises were attended by numerous, 
crowded, and respectable assemblies, and a double 

ortion of the spirit of grace and truth evidently pos- 
sessed the hearts and lips of those who administered in 
holy things; and it was a most grateful sight to see 

the earnest and solicitous attention of congregations 
so numerous, to fervent prayers, supplications, inter- 
cessions, and the giving of thanks for all men, which 
were offered to the throne of mercy, in the sanctuary, 
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and to the doctrine of everlasting life, which dropped 
like the rain, which distilled like the dew, like small 
rain upon the tender herb, and like showers upon the 
grass; while tears of gratitude, to him who loved the 
world and sent us salvation by Jesus Christ, copiously, 
flowed from a thousand eyes, while as many hearts 
were made the lively tablets of that law of love to God 
and man, on which hang all the law and the prophets. 
One spirit, one mind, and one heart gave life and en- 
ergy to public devotion, and caused many to realize 
how good and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity. ‘To these weighty and heart- 
cheering considerations, it is but just to add that the 
sobriety, decency, and decorum, which characterized 
the multitude, presented a most favorable specimen of 
theeffects of the doctrine of that grace,which embraces 
the eternal interest of all the ends of the earth. 

By epistolary and oral communications information 
was obtained, that in various parts, new Societies have 
been recently formed, which are destitute of a compe- 
tent supply of public gifts and a regular ministry.— 
This circumstance necessarily recalls to mind the 
words of the blessed Redeemer, “the harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are few; pray ye, therefore, 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth la- 
borers into his harvest.”? It seems expedient that we 
recommend to our brethren, not to despise the day of 
small things, nor neglect assembling themselves to- 
gether for social worship for want of experienced, public 
gifts. The Savior has left us this | seaaee promise ; 
“Where two or three are gathered together in. my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” Live coals 
lose their heat by being separated, but, united, they 
burn with increased fervor. Selected portions of the 
Divine testimony may be read to great profit, and a 
few words offered in fervent prayer, when the heart is 
honest and sincere, will never be despised.by him who 
knows the heart, because the petition is not framed 
by the scholar, Many, very many are the in- 
stances, in which a few sincere believers in the im- 








_» are every where springing up, and public laborers are 
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partial grace ofthe Savior, have met together in the 
spirit of truth, and enjoyed far sweeter comforts 
in their humble devotions, than are tasted in crowded 
congregations,’ where empty eloquence lulls to 
drowsiness a fashionable, but thoughtless multi- 
tude. These suggestions are not designed to 
lessen a desire for public labors, nor to dissuade the 
brethren from earnestly coveting the best gifts; but to 
incite to a due and proper improvement of all the 
means which a gracious Providence has furnished for 
the promotion of the great cause of religion, the 
spread of divine truth, and to sweeten the enjoyment 
of Christian devotion. ‘There is, indeed, great reason 
for encouragement; for our prayers have been heard 
by the Head of the church, and a goodly number of 
laborers have recently been sent into the Savior’s 
vineyard. No less than ten promising youths receiv- 
ed letters of fellowship, to preach the glad tidings of the 
Savior’s kingdom, at this session of the General Con- 
vention; and they are recommended to the affections 
and patronage of our believing brethren at large, and 
to all our societies, our prayers also accompanying 
them, that they may be faithful and successful in the 
arduous, but delightful labors of the ministration of 
reconciliation. For our further encouragement, we 
may notice the happy comparison between our present 
standing and our situation, when some of our oldest 
public laborers first commeneed in the ministry. ‘Then, 
not more than four or five individuals were “engaged 
in the ministry ef universal, impartial grace, tn our 
country, nor were our Societies more numerous; but 
in the short space of twenty-five years marvellous 
things have astonished the observing mind. Then 
was the name of a Universalist an odium, and the 
doctrine he professed denounced as a most dangerous 
heresy ; at this time it is the only prevailing doctrine, 
and is doubtless the general sentiment of enlightened 
Christians throughout New-England, and is fast ad- 
vancing in the south and in the west, while societies 
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vearly multiplied. The Lord has truly and effectu- 
ally said to his Zion, “lengthen thy cords, strengthen 
thy stakes, break forth on the right hand and on the 
left.” , 


A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken place 


in the Christian werld, whereby the fellowship of the 


church has been destroyed, its union broken, and di- 
visions and animosities introduced, induces us, most 
affectionately and tenderly to caution our brethren in 
the ministry, to direct all their energies of soul to 
keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
Slight variations of opinions, respecting matters of 
uncertain speculations, were seized on by ambitious, 
rival bishops, who loved their own aggrandizement 
more than the honor of the Savior, and made the means 
of divisions and parties, which im the room of follow- 
ing Jesus Christ, became the dupes of those whose 
ambition they were devoted to mamtain. The injuri- 
ous consequences resulting from these divisions are 
recerded in history, in lines of blood, and should serve 
as an awful admonition to us, that we never make our 
speculative opinions the bond of Christian fellowship, 
but remember that even the true faith, being less than 
charity, should never be allowed to exclude its su- 
perior. 

Brethren, dearly beloved ii the Lord, let us con- 
stantly unite our fervent prayers, that the happy union 
in which we have so long prospered, and which has 
rendered our little band so formidable to the common 
enemy, may forever continue, unbroken and unimpair- 
ed, and extend the savor of the name and doctrine of 
Jesus to the whole heritage of the Lord. 

Those who have just entered the vineyard of our 
Redeemer, will accept our hearty welcome. Welcome, 
brethren, to labors of love, to crosses and to crowns. 
A fervent solicitude is felt for your prosperity and 
usefulness, and we deem it expedient to warn you 
against the wiles of that enemy which sows discord 
among brethren. Having lived and received your 
religious educations in different parts of the country, 
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and under the instructions of those who perhaps differ 
in some unessential opinions, you, no doubt, may have 
ideas differing from each other; but all this may turn 
to your advantage, and to the advancement of the 
cause of truth, if you are cautious to let no difference 
of opinion operate to alienate your affections from 
each other. Be advised, therefore, to use every possi- 
ble means to harmonize your affections, and to 
strengthen your union, that you may enjoy tiie sweets 
of brotherly love, and embrace each other im the bosom 
of that charity which is the bond of perfectness. 

That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on us 
the accusation of holding to a doctrine which is licen- 
tious, because it embraces the w'ole human family in 
the covenant of divine grace, may have uo evil thing 
to say against us, let us duly regard the testimony of 
an inspired apostle, who says; “The grace of God 
which bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, 
teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world.”? The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen. 


By order, HOSEA BALLOU. 


UNIVERSALISM PROVED TO BE THE TRUTH. 

The doctrine of universal salvation is a doctrine at 
which the arrows of malice seem to be particularly 
directed, by those whose mental eyes have not been 
opened to the light of the gospel. Itis styled a delu- 
sion, a doctrine of devils, and consequently a false- 
hood, destitute of any scriptural foundation. Now let 
these zealous archers lay by their bowsand quiver, 
and come to a fair parley, and -2 will show them that 
the truth of it is as plain as A, B, C. One passage of 
scripture only will be preduced, but it is onepwhich 
shall substantiate it to a demonstration. This pas- 
sage is recorded in the first epistle of Paul the apostle 
to Timothy, second chapter, at the fourth verse. 
_ Who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
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unto the knowledge of the truth.”” This is spoken of 
God, to whom the apostle directs, that prayers, and 
supplication, be made for all men, for kings, and for 
all in authority. The first clause of the verse, “who 
will have all men to be saved,” needs no comment to 
prove that God wills all men to be saved, for it is 
self-evident. But this is not all; the apostle adds, 
‘and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.? Now 
if universal salvation is not true, it never was true in 
the all-comprehending sight of God. If the truth is 
not that all will be saved, or at least I will say, if it 
be not in favor of the salvation of all, which is the 
same, how can all be saved on coming to the know- 
ledge of it? To suppose that universal salvation is 
not the truth, is to suppose that God’s will is contrary 
to the truth, which implies more than the limitarian 
will acknowledge. There is an evident contradiction 
in the doctrine of the apostle above quoted, unless we 
allow that universal salvation is that truth which God 
will have all men to know. Now the Arminian prac- 
tice in our day, of warning people against believing 
the doctrine of universal salvation, amounts to this: 
God will have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth that all will not be saved. 
This is like a man’s saying that he wills all his chil- 
dren to be rich, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth that some of them: he will leave poor, and naked, 
and hungry! 

Muchis said concerning the salvation and damnation 
proneunced upon believers and unbelievers, in Mark 
xvi. 16. Itis scarcely necessary to say that the salva- 
tion and damnation there spoken of, are the immedi- 
ate consequence of faith and unbelief. But by the 
limitarians, they are commonly understood to ajlude 
to the future eternal salvation and damnation of the 
believer and unbeliever. Their construction, there- 
fore, may be represented by the tollowing similitude. 
Here is a father whose estate is sufficient to make his 
children all rich. Well, he makes a will of it to them 


all, signed and sealed. Then sends a messenger to 
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them, with these conditions. Says he, I have made a 
will of my estate to you, dividing it among you all. 
Now if you believe my words, you shall have your 
shares; but if not, you shall forfeit your shares. 
What a wonderful wise policy would this be! to de- 
stroy that very truth which he required them to believe! 
That damnation for unbeliefis not eternal, is proved 
by Romans xi. 31, 32. “Even so, have they (the blind- 
ed Jews) not now believed, that through your mercy 
they also might obtain mercy; for God has concluded 
them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all.” Finally, let us hear what he says who spake as 
never man spake; “Heaven and earth may pass away, 
but my word shall not pass away.” This same word 
said also that “the Son of man is come te seek and save 
that which was lost; not to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved.” J-J. 


——— —____ | 


BR. GAGE’S LETTER TO THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


To the Ministers and Delegates, composing the North- 
ern Association of Universalists, to be convened at 
Barre, the first Wednesday and Thursday in Oct. 
1822. 


Brethren, I have had, for a number of months past, 
strong anticipations of meeting with you at this Asso- 
ciation ; but I find my circumstances are such that I 
cannot attend with propriety. And having an oppor- 
tunity. of sending to you, I hope that you will excuse 
my absence, 

In this imperfect state, where we see but in part, 
and know but in part, our minds are subject to a va- 
riety of changes through the imperfection of our 
knowledge. And this I find to be the case with my- 
self; for altho I once believed the doctrine of univer- 
sal restoration beyond a doubt ; yet, after a number of 
years study, my mind is so much shaken on that point, 


} 


“that I cannot any longer give it any support. hen 


14 
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I joined the Association, it was with affections I 
thought never to part. But there always were some 
things in the Association that did not meet my mind, 
and this some of the ministers know—But when 
ehanges take place in our views and feelings, a sepa- 
ration becomes necessary in order for our peace and 
enjoyment ; and as my mind and feelings mostly ac- 
cord with the Methodist brethren, the church in this 
town have given me a recommendation to them. And 
now, brethren, I wish you to give me an amicable dis- 
mission, if you feel it to be your duty ; for under the 
present existing circumstances I must leave you. 
You will doubtless think that I am deceived, and led 
astray; but in the sincerity of my heart I can say 
that I do not wish to have any thing either in doctrine 
or practice, but what will stand in the great day of ac- 
count, when God shall judge the secrets oi men’s 
hearts accarding to the gos L 

My desire is to promote the glory of God, and the 
welfare of his creatures. __ - 

I wish you would be so kind as tosend mean an- 
swer by brother Spaulding the bearer, and I repeat, 
that I am sorry that I could not consistently attend 
with you. 

From your friend and brother, 


Roya Gace. 
St. Johnsbury, Sept. 30th, 1822. 


ANSWER TO BR. GAGE’S LETTER. 


BROTHER GAGE, 


Your letter of the 30th ult. is before us, which we 
now make a subject of consideration. We are sorry 
to find you so far alienated from our views and our 
fellowship, as to require a separation, Butas we have 
always professed to exercise no control over the con- 
aciences of our fellow men, we feel no disposition at” 
this time to abandon our profession. If it be your 
nieasure to engage in another man’s service, we judge 
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you not; to his own master must every servant stand 
or fall. If you “once believed the doctrine of univer- 
sal restoration beyond a doubt,” as you say you did, 
we yet indulge the hope matpes will still be able to 
exercise a little charity toward your brethren, who yet 
retain the faith of this doctrine. 

We have unanimously voted to dismiss you from 
our connexion, according to your request, and have 
only to add that i in one point of moral conduct, we 
claim the right toadmonish you. We feel thatin the 
many remarks, which you have indulged. concerning 
your brethren, your language has been sucii as border- 
ed hard upon slander. Weare not, however, disposed 
to attribute your conduct in this thing to the worst of 
motives. Charity induces us to believe that it is 
rather the fruit of a perplexing labor of mind, than 
the offspring of a malicious heart. Of this we shall be 
the more fully persuaded, if we find you are disposed 
to profit by these suggestions. “If any man among 
you,” says James, “seem to be religious, and bridlet': 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s 
religion is vain.”” And now, dear brother, whatever 
may be your views of us, it is our privilege still to 
view you a child of our heavenly Father, to love you 
as a brother, to pity your weaknesses, and lament 
your misfortunes. 

By order of the Northern Association of Universal- 
$sts, at their session in Barre, Vt. Octeber 3, 1822. 

. C. Levevanp, 





For the Christian Repository. 
AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. 


It has sometime been a fact of notoriety, that a 
difference of sentiment exists among those who are 
denominated Universalisis, in the United States, on the 
subject of a future retribution. One party believe, that 
all human suffering is bounded by death, and the 
“other, that it extends beyond death. Notwithstand- 
~ ing this difference, it has generally been thought to be 
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for the interest of the common cause, to remain as one 
body, and concentrate their influence and exertions 
against the popular error of endless misery. But, at 
leagth, this difference of sentiment began to wear a 
more alarming and imposing aspect. The party who 
hold that all misery is confined to this life, seemed to 
attach a greater importance to their peculiar senti- 
ment, and were wont to dwell upon it in their public 
discourses, and this too, on conventional occasions, 
and when they exchanged desks with their brethren 
who differed from them on this subject. At lasta 
controversy broke out in several periodical works, 
edited by Universalists. bn the Boston Universalist 
Magazine, in particular, the contest was something 
serious, and bid fair, as was thought by many, to ter- 
minate in bitterness and animosity. Seeing this dis- 
agreeable indication of things, the writer of this ap- 
peal associated with some of his py rude brethren, 
who agree with him in the belief of a future disciplina- 
ry punishment, and resolved on a method, which was 
thought probable to put an end to the controversy, 
and preserve peace and harmony in the order. It was 
agreed that the writer of this appeal should write and 
publishin the Universalist Magazine certain proposals, 
whereby, if they were accepted by the other party, the 
controversy might be brought to a speedy and amica- 
ble termination. This scheme was soon put into ef- 
fect, and the following terms, under the signature of 
Restorationist,” were published in the Magazine, for 
March 16th, 1822, viz. 

“{ That a brief statement of the evidence that all 
misery is confined to this life, be written by one who 
believes in that doctrine, and published in the Maga- 
zine, and that we will engage a similar communi- 
cation in proof that misery will extend beyond 
death.* 


* ‘‘Itis understood that this evidence will be both positive 
and negative. That is, each party shall have a right to anti- 
cipate the contrary arguments, and refute them.” 
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_ @. That both these communications shall be lodged 
m the hands of the Editor of the Magazine before 
either is published, so that no alterations may be made 
in them afterwards, by reference one to the other. 

3. ‘That both these communications shall be sub- 
mitted to the public to draw their own conclusions, 
without any controversial replies on either side.” 

On the appearance of these proposals in the 
Magazine, a quite spirited contest arose about the na- 
ture and design of them. Several writers engaged in 
the dispute, and it was finally closed by an editorial 
edict, giving the last word to their own party, when 
two communications were in their office from “Res- 
torationist !’? Thus ended the attempt of “Restora- 
tionist and his brethren,’? to check the increasin 
discord, arising from a promiscuous and sareanudl 
controversy, and to preserve the union and peace of 
our order. i 

Finding that the whole scheme respecting the pro- 
posals, had gone over, and that the other party were 
determined to keep alive the controversy, “Restora- 
tionist”’ assumed a different signature, (Lover of Truth) 
and wrote a communication for the Magazine, contain- 
ing a request for some person who believed that all 
misery is bounded by death, to bring forward the proof 
fer his faith. ‘This communication was put under the 
editorial head, and footed by remarks from the Editors. 
In these remarks, the Editors complained of what they 
called “restrictiens” of the subject, given by “Lover 
ef Truth ;” thatis, certain modes of argument which 
they were in the habit of employing, and which he 
thought were foreign to the wuestion. “Lover ef 
Truth” then wrote an answer to these remarks, of 
which the following is a just duplicate. 

“Rey. Editors,—I did not anticipate that my com- 
munication would have received an editorial. review 
before it was properly laid before the public. Altho 
it was addressed to you, as editors, I concluded that it 


~ would be left, as most communications of that- nature 


have been, te the consideration of correspendents in 
14* 
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future Nos. of the paper. However, I do not know as 
I have any cause to complain in this case, as I have 
now engaged the united talents of three gentlemen 
who, on all hands, will bé acknowledged competent to 
give satisfaction (if any men can) in the case depend- 
ing. 

1 deeply regret, Gentlemen, that my request is 
thought by you to be unreasonable, as, on this aceount, 
I am not likely to obtain any help on the subject which 
I somuch desired. But why is my request unreason- 
able ?-Is it wnreasonable for me to ask a person the 
reasons for his faith? There are those who declare 
that they believe, that all human sufferings are confin- 
ed to this life. Now, it is certainly to be presumed, 
that those persons have some arguments to support 
their hypothesis ; and, if they have such, why is it un- 
reasonable to request them to bring them forward ? It 
appears to me, Gentlemen, that you have not properly 


- understood my request. I did not ask you orany oth- 


er person, to bring forward positive proof that all mis- 
ery is confined to this life. My wish was that the sub- 
ject might be met in a direct form, and such arguments 
or reasons as might be thought pertinent, adduced to 
support the above mentioned doctrine. You say, that 
this is “throwing all the labor on one side.”? By: this 
expression it would seem as tho I had proposed a ¢on- 
troversy, which, in fact, was foreign from my intention. 
I simply requested_ that some person who believes 
that all misery is confined to this life, should adduce 
his evidence to support his faith. This is all the labor 
which I have thrown upon any man, and itis presumed 
that this labor will not be esteemed grievous to any 
person who is desirous of instructing his fellow crea- 
tures. After this explanation of my design, you will 
perceive, Gentlemen, that your reference to the rules 
ef judicature is inapplicable to the subject. 

¥ou seem to find considerable fault with my restric- 
tions of the question, but it does not appear to me 
that you have any reason for doing thus. I have given 
ne restrictions only such as appeared to my mind 
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essential to the subject. I do not (now) wish to know 
whether the Bible is silent about a future misery, 
whether sin will exist in a future state, nor whether 
vice is punished in this life. For any thing that ap- 
pears to my mind +o the contrary, the first and last of 
these questions may be taken in the affirmative, and 
the second in the negative, and yet the question, 
Whether all misery is confined to this life, will remain 
undecided. On this subject I was suffidently explicit 
in my last. What I request, is, to see the evidence 
that all human misery is bounded by temporal death. 

I am perfectly willing to remove all restrictions, and 
you may take the question in an unqualified state. If 
you can make it appear that the Bible is silent in 
favor of a future misery, that sin will not exist beyond 
death, and that it will thence aecessarily follow that 
men cannot suffer in that state, and that every sinner 
is adequately punished in this life, for every sin which 
he commits ; if, I say, you can make these things ap- 
pear, you may make such use of them im the sum of 
argument, as you think proper. 

As to your suggestions about what the believers in 
future punishment say against the doctrine of no future 
misery, [ do not conceive that it has any thing to do 
with our present subject. You call upon me to de- 
clare, whether I think that the doctrine that all misery 
is bounded by death, is a denial of the gospel, or op- 
posed to the scriptures. You will have the goodness, 
Gentlemen, to permit me to suspend my answer to 
this until I see how you succeed in proving the doc- 
trine by the Bible. 

Gentlemen, I trust you will believe me, when I say, 
that I am really happy that you have embarked in my 
inquiry, and considering your reputed talents, I can- 
not but flatter myself that the satisfaction which you 
will be enabled to give me on the subject, will oblige 
mé to rank you among my best friends. 

LOVER OF TRUTH.” 





This commynication was forwarded to the Maga- 
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zine office, and in about a fortnight afterwards, du 


editorial edict came out, prohibiting all communica- 
tions of that nature in their paper! Thus it was sup- 
pressed, and the last word again secured to their own 


party. 
A few remarks and the subject shall be submitted. 

The Universalist Magazine was instituted and has 
been supported, as a paper professedly impartial 
among Universalists. Its columns have always been 
announced as open te free inquiry and discussion. 
But in what hght it is now to be considered, is left 
for the candid to judge. What different treatment 
could “Restorationist and his brethren” have expected, 
if the paper were a professed party engine, than what 

~~. have received? a 
gain, the public will judge which party have mani- 
fested the strongest desire for a state of union and 
ty ; which have shown the most conciliating spirit. 
f the proposals had been accepted by that party, it 
would probably have silenced all contention, and pre- 
served the peace and tranquillity of our order. It 
was not because we were afraid to meet them in direct 
controversy, or because we feared the arguments or 
talents on that side of the question, that we made the 
proposals ; but to stop the flame which was kindling, 
and thus prevent a general conflagration. But we 
fear our object has gone over. But be itever remem- 
bered, and I appeal to the foregoing facts to substanti- 
ate my assertion, that, if a separation be the final re- 
sult, we did not seek it, and they must be considered 


as its legitimate authors. 
RESTORATIONIST. 

It is under circumstances somewhat peculiar 
that I am disposed to admit a subject of so personal a 
nature, as this between “Restorationist” and the Edi- 
tors of the Universalist Magazine. Itisa subject before 
anticipated by them, as appears by a private letter 
from one of the Editors. And they are hereby inform- 
ed that any reasonable liberty, in correcting what they 








» Christ, through faith and repentance, are distinct and 





Christian Repository. 165 


conceive to be erroneous, or misrepresented, will be 
granted them in the columns of the Christian Reposi- 
tory. For my own part, I conceive, it is better to open 
and investigate a difficulty, than attempt to smother 
what has already reached the public ear. If “Resto- 
rationist’”” has undertaken publicly to abuse a num- 
ber of his brethren, let it be known, that he may be 
ashamed ; but if they have exercised toward him and 
others an overhearing or improper spirit, defence is 
certainly theirdue. As it respects this subject, [ con- 
sider myself under no responsibility. As it respects 
the subject of future punishment, my sentiments are 
well known, and if they are such as some of my brethren 
despise, I can no more come to them than they to me. 
It is humbly hoped, the spirit of mutual love and for- 
bearance may yet be exercised among us, which shall 
enable us to repeat the words of the Lord Jesus with 
pleasure, “Hereby shall men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.—Ep:ror.” 


ee 
For the Christian Repository. 
TO THE WORLD. 


The writer of this, and several of his brethren, who 
agree with him in opinion, have long viewed, with 
deep regret, the lee corruption of the genuine 
doctrine of the restoration of all men, and this cor- 
ruption appearing to be seated and growing among 
the order of Universalists in the United States, and 
believing that it is a great hindrance to the recep- 
tion and spread of the truth, as well as detrimental te 
the morals of community, consider it as a duty which 
they owe to God, their own consciences, and their 
fellow-creatures, to publish to the world the follow- 
ing declaration. 

1. “That, in our opinion, the doctrine of universal 
salvation, at the commencement of a future state, 
and that of the final restoration of all men by Jesus 
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different doctrines, and are incapable of being recoa- 
ciled +" great | 

2. “That we consider the former doctrine to be 
subversive of a just sense of,our accountability to 
God, and the proper distinction between virtue and 
vice, and, consequently, lessens the motives to virtue, 
and gives force to the temptations of sin.” 


Explanatory Remarks. 


The first article supposes a difference between the 
two systems in the method or means of salvation. The 
principle on which the doctrine of immediate univer- 
sal salvation is founded, as far as we can learn from 
its advocates, is the native and essentially immacu- 
late nature of the soul. The suffering of the soul 
wholly arises and is dependent on its union with its 
present body, and when that is dislodged, it is, of its 
essential nature, free from all pollution and suffering, 
This is no new theory, as it was embraced by many 
ancient heathen philosophers. -Now, it requires no 
great capacity to perceive, that this doctrine sets 
aside the scheme of salvation by Christ. I here speak 
of our eternal salvation after death. Christ may, tobe 
sure,be the means of doing considerable good to a 
number of mankind in this world, by his instructions, 
&c. but, as it respects their future state, his office, as 
a Mediator, has no relation. They are necessarily 
happy from their very nature. In our opinion, there- 
fore, this doctrine sets aside the great scheme of salva, 
tion by Christ. 

It is also easy to be seen, that this doctrine leaves 
out the means of faith and repentance, as requisites for 
the possession and enjoyment of salvation. Those 
who die impenitent are immediately introduced into a 
state of perfect happiness and glory, not because they 
were previously prepared by the exercise of faith and 
repentance, but from the very nature of their exis- 
tence, which will not admit any suffering. To talk of 
their exercising faith and repentance after death, and 
when they have come into the actual possession of 
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their native glory, would be altogether absurd, as well 
as tacitly to give up the principle on which their salya- 
tion is predicated. | 

I need not here add, that the Bible knows of no 
method of salvation only by Christ, and through the 
means of faith and repentance. ‘This is our only 
ground and hope of salvation. Hence the conclusion, 
that the doctrine ef immediate universal salvation, 
and that which we advocate, are distinct systems, and 
incapable of being reconciled together. 

The second article is expressive of our opinion of 
the doctrine of immediate~ universal salvation. We 
believe that mankind are accountable to God for all 
their actions, and will be punished for all these which 
are sinful, here or hereafter. We believe that this 
fact is demonstrated by the Bible and universal expe- 
rience. Now, the above stated doctrine we conceive 
to be inconsistent with this. By that we are taught, 
that men who die in the actual perpetration of crimes, 
immediately enter a state of absolute happiness, and, 
consequently, they are not rendered accountable, at 
least for all their sins. Ifthey are punished for their 
sins, generally, through life, tliey are not punished for 
the last. Thus we think that this doctrine is subver- 
sive of ajust sense of our accountabiliiy to God. 

The proper distinction between virtue and vice, 
consists in a just reward of the one and the punish- 
ment of the other. This retribution, atleast, in many 
cases, as we have seen, does not take place in this 
world. Therefore, the doctrine i» question, which 
admits all characters alike’to heaven, at death, is sub- 
versive of a just distinction between virtue and vice. 

That this doctrine lessens the motives to virtue, is 
very apparent. For, on our scheme, virtue not only 
has the promise of all the pocenans which attends the 
way of well-doing here, but distinguished rewards 
beyond death. ere can be no question, therefore, 
but that the motives to virtue are much greater and 
stronger on our scheme, than on that which teaches, 
that all the reward of virtue is limited to this life. 
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That the doctrine of immediate universal salvation 
ives force to the temptations of sin, we think is evi- 
ent from a moment’s reflection. The robber may go 

forth in his wicked designs of plunder and murder, 
and rest assured that, if he loses his life in one of his 
adventures, he shall immediately be beyond the reach 
of all punishment, and enjoy perfect happiness. The 
man in trouble may end his sorrews by suicide, and 
instantly reach the pure abodes of heavenly felicity. 
If it be not certain that such a doctrine as this, gives 
force to the temptations of sin, there is no moral cer- 
tainty upon any subject whatever. 

These brief remarks are no more than what the 
explanation of our declaration required, and with these 
we are willing to submit it to an impartial public. 
But, if it be necessary, we are willing te go further in 
our justification. If this should be attacked in any 
public journals, we shall expect the Editors of suc 


journals will have the politeness to offer their columns 


for its defence. 3 
We make this solemn declaration of our views in 
the fear of God, and with ahumble hope that it may 
subserve the interest of truth. 
Signed, by the request and in behalf of others, 
JACOB WOOD. 


P. S. The respective Editors of the “Universalist 
Magazine,” “Christian Intelligencer,’ and “Religious 
Inquirer,” are requested to insert the above in their 
periodical works. J. W, 


ONCE MORE ON THE SUBJECT OF HYRAM’S CONTRO- 
VERSY. 

On the subject of this controversy, the Editor of the 
Magazine has addressed a short »iece to me, probably, 
in allusion to my last, in which he states; “If you will 
be so kind, sir, as to give the above a place in the 
Repository, neither Hyram nor yourself will be trou- 
ted with any thing further on this subject from The 
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Editor of the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine.” 
On this request, I must beg the indulgence of my bro- 
ther Editor, in refusing him a place in the Repository ; 
and for the following reasons: First, he appears dis- 
posed to ask more than he is willing to give; and, 
second, he has offered some ideas that I am not dis- 
posed to admit without remarks, which, if I should 
offer, would be entering myself into a controversy 
that I had before expressed a wish to have closed, and 
which also belonged to Hyram, and not to me. On 
Hyram’s request, he says, “To this I should have no 
objection, if we had sufficient room, tho he must ex- 
cuse me, when I say, that in my opinion, his argu- 
ments are too loose and inconclusive to. be very in- 
teresting to my readers.” Respecting “room,” our 
readers are informed that the Magazine contains twice 
the number of sheets of the Repository. The remark, 
“too loose and inconclusive to be very interesting,” 
I think would have appeared better from some other 
pen, than from one of the disputants. It is not to be 
expected that controversial writers will view their 
opponents compact and conclusive in their arguments, 
If this were the case, they could have, in their feelings, 
no just reason to oppose. It was, therefore, hoped 

that such remarks would have been spared, and each 
writer allowed to stand or fall, according to the merit 

or want of merit in his Jabors. Our views of argument 

are so various, that if “loose and inconclusive,” be 

the criterion of refusing writings on controversy, 
however precious my brother Editor’s writings may 
be inhis own eyes, they would long ago have been 

excluded from the columns of the Repository. But it 

was conceived no more than fair, that both sides of 
the question should be heard, and if my bréther has 
been disputing with an epponent that he is ashamed 

of, and is not willing to bring up his end of the yoke, 

it only remains for him to back outsthe best way he 


can, 


It is hoped my brother will not consider these re- 
marks as tokens of a want of personal esteem, but 
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will interpret them solely with reference to this con- 
troversy, and as such from the pen of his brother, 
Lhe Editor of the Christian Repository. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION OF 


UNIVERSALISTS. 

The members of the Northern Association of Universalists met 
in Council, according to appr intment, at the house of Brother 
James Hale, im Barre, County of Washington, Vermont, on 
Tuesday evening, the first of October.1822 ; and after uniting in 
solemn and devout prayer with Brother Robert Bartlett, organ- 
ized by choosing, Br. Joun E. PALMER, Moderator. Br. 
SamveEt C. LovELAND, Clerk. Br. RoperntT BARTLETT, 4s- 
sistant Clerk. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the several Societies in 
fellowship with this Association, and found them expressive of 
good tidings. 

Voled, Shat the request of the church in Whiting, to be re- 
ceived into fellowship with this Association, be gre ated. 

Appointed Bre, S. C. Loveland, Jonathan W allace, and 
John &. Palmer, a committee to receive requests for letters of 
fellowship, or ordination, if any there be. 


Adjourned BH 8 oclock, We dnesday morning. —Pray er by 
Br. Volphus Skinner. 


Wednesday Morning.— Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Br. Jonathan Wallace. 

Voted, To receive the society in Crown Point, N. Y¥. into 
fellowship. 


Voted, To dismiss Br. Royal Gage, at his request, from our 
eonnexion, and that Br. Loveland address said Br. Gage, by 
letter, with discretionary powers on the subject. 


Attended to the report of the brethren appointed to visit the 
several societies, and found them expressive of good tidings. 
Order of publie service for Wednesday. 
Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer, Br. KITTREDGE HAVEN. Sermon, Br. 
RogpeERT BARTLETT. Text. 1 Cor. xv. 57.—But thanks 
be to God which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Concluding, Br. DoLpnHvus SKINNER. 
Afternoon Service. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. JonATHAN WALLACE. Sermon, 
Br. JAMES BAemt. Text, Isaiah li. 7.—How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation ; that satthunte Zion, Thy God reigneth. 
Coneluding, Br, ASA PRIEST. 
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Evening Service. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. DoLpaus Skinner. Sermon, Br. 
Enras Smirnm. ‘Text, Hebrews, ii. 8, 9.— But now we see not 
all things yet putunderhim. Bul we see Jesus, who was made 
a little lower than ihe angels, for the suffering of death, c*owned 
with glory and honor ; that he by the grace of God should laste 
death for every man. Concluding, Br. R. BARTLETT. 
Appointed Visitors for the ensuing year as tellows : Barnard, 
Br. James Babbit; Bethel, Br. S. C. Loveland; Bridgewater, 


: Br. S. C. ‘Loveland; Barre, Br. John E. Palmer; Cavendish, 
r Br. Asa Priest; Chester, Br. S. C. Loveland; Crown Point, 
Br. James Babbit; Craftsbury, Br. John E. Palmer; Hartland, 
Br. Robert Bartlett; Hancock, Br. Kittredge Haven; Lon- 
donderry, Br.S. C. Loveland; Montpelier, Northfield, and 
_ Plainfield, Br. John E. Palmer; Queensbury, Br. Aaron Kins- 
. F man; Reading, Br. S. C. Loveland; Richmond, Br. John E. 

Palmer; Rockingham, and Springfield, Br. Robert Bartlett ; 
1 | Shoreham, Br. Jonathan Wallace; Shrewsbury, Br. Dolphus 
f | Skinner ; St. Johnsbury, Br. John E. Palmer ; Strafford, Br. Johu 

| E. Palmer; Townshend, Br. 8. C. Loveland; Wardsboro’ 
- i Br. Asa Priest; Whiting, Br. Jonathan Wallace; Weston, Br 

S.C. Loveland ; West Windsor, Br. Robert Bartlett. , 
df Adjourned till 8 o’clock, Thursday morning.—Prayer by 
f Br. S. C. Loveland. 

Thursday Morning.—Met according to adjournment. Prayer 

i by Br. Charles R. Marsh. 


} Attended on the committee from the General Convention. 
Voted, Toreceive the society in Craftsbury into fellowship. 
Voted, To request the several societies to give annual ac- 
) counts of their numbers. 
Voted, That whereas this Association has been duly, and, as 
they believe, correctly informed, that Mr. George W. Brooks 
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4 has conducted in a manner unbecoming the Christian, and fy 
especially the Christian minister, that we withdraw our fellow- a 
ship from him, and hereby caution the public not to receive Pe 


him asa preacher in our connexion. 
Attended to a report of the committee appointed to receive 
tequests for letters of fellowship, and ordination, who reported 
in favor of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. Charles R. 
: Marsh, which report was accepted. 
Voted, To receive the society in Williamstown into fellow- 
ship. 
: Order of service for Thursday. 
Introductory Prayer, Br E. Smirma Scrmon, Br. K.HAven. 
, Text, Romans xiv. 5.—Let every man be fully persuaded in his 
own mind. Concluding Prayer, Br. J. Basar. 
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Afternoon Service. 

Prayer, Br. 5S. C. Lovenanp. Sermon, Br. E. Smita.—- 
Text, Isatah lv. 10, 11, 12, 13,\—For as the rain cometh down, 
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but water- 
eth theearth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me 
void, but at shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper én the thimg whereunto J sentit,&c. Concluding, Br. 
C. R Marsa. 

Evening Service. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. R. Banrurrr. Sermon, S. C. Love- 
LAND. Text, Matthew v. 44, 45.—ButI say unto you, love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and per- 
secute you: That ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the justand on the unjust. 

Concluding, Br. Extas SMITH. 

Adjourned the Association to meet at Whiting, Vt. on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday in October, 1823. 

Prayer by Br. Jonn E. PALMER. 

JOHN E. PALMER, Moderator. 

Samus. C. Lovenanpn, Clerk. - ' 

RoBertT BARTLET, Assistant Clerk. 


Extract from the Universalist. Magazine. 
NEW ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


Agreeably to previous arrangements, Brs. Hosea Ballou, Da- 
vid Ballou, Hosea Ballou 2d, Hubbard H. Winchester, and 
John Brooks, convened at Br. Elizur Chamberlin’s, in Bernards- 
town, Mass. on Thursday the 10th day of October instant, and 
formed an Association, by the name of the “‘Franklin 4ssocia- 
tion of Universalists.” Made choice of Brs. David Ballou, 
Moderator, and John Brooks, Clerk. 

Attended public wership, at Rev. Mr. Rogers’ Meeting-house, 
at half past 10 o’clock, A. M. 

First prayer by Br. H. H. Winchester. Sermon by Br.H. Bal- 
lou 2d, from Isa. xxix. 13,14. Concluding Prayer by Br. Brooks. 

Public worship commenced in the afternoon with prayer, by 
Br. David Ballou. Sermon by Br. H. Ballou, from Rom. x. 17. 
Concluding prayer and benediction, by the same. 

In the evening a discourse was delivered by Br. David Bai- 
Jou, from Col. 1. 28, “*Whom we preach, warning every man 
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and teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 

The speaker pointed out three essentially different ways, in 
which Christ is preached, viz. 

1. As a whole Savior of a part, and a part only, of the hu- 
man race. 

2. As part of a Savior of all men, and a whole Savior of none. 

3. 4s a whole Savior of all men. 

The preacher made it very evident that the last is the gospel 
of God, who “‘sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.” 

The Association retired to Br. J. Connabfe’s, and completed 
their business, by ' 

1. Voting that the several Universalian churches and socie- 
ties in this region be requested to send delegates to the next 
session of this Association. 

2. Appointed Br. D. Ballou, H. H. Winchester, and John 
Brooks, a committee to attend the General Convention, to be 
holden at Clinton, N. Y. on the third Wednesday and Thurs- 
day of September next, arid request that this Association may 
be received into their fe'lowship, and placed under their pa- 
tronage. é 

3. Adjourned to meet again at Whitingham, Vt. on the 4th 
Wednesday of September, A. D. 1823. 

Per [by] order, JOHN BROOKS. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
ORDINATION. 


At Wilmington, Vt. on Tuesday the 22d of October, Br. 
Huspsarp H. WINCHESTER was publicly ordained to the work 
of the ministry. 

Br. David Ballou of Monroe, Mass. the Introductory prayer. 

Br. Hosea Bailou of Boston, the Sermon, from Psalm hi. 13, 
“Then will I teach transgressors: thy way, and sinners shal! be 
converted unto thee.” 

Br. David Ballou, the Ordaiming prayer. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, the Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge. 

Br. Hosea Ballon 2d, of Roxbury, the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ship. 
Br. Winchester, the Concluding prayer and Benediction. 

A numerous and respectable audience attended, and evinced, 
by its attention, a deep interest in the services. 


15* 
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From the Brooklyn Observer. - 

A NEW MATHEMATICAL COMPUTATION OF THE ELECT. 

A clergyman preaching in a neighboring town, in 
stating the number of elect, declared it to be his opin- 
ion, that no more than onEin a miLLion of the human 
race would finally be saved. A gentleman, who was 
one of his parishioners, observed if there were not more 
than ten persens to be saved out of the United States, 
his chance would be so small that he could not afford 
to pay a minister for preaching. This coming to the 
elergyman’s ears, he called on the gentleman, with a 
view of having a-reconciliation. And fo obtain it, ob- 
served that he wrote the sermon in a hurry, and that 
he inserted the word m1LL1on—that thinking after- 
wards thathe had stated the number to be lost too high, 
he altered it by inserting the word thousand in lieu of 
MILLION, (a very trifling alteration) and in reading his 
sermon he did not attend to the caret, and read MILLION. 
This not satisfying the gentleman, and others com- 
plaining that it was but a poor lottery, where there were 
a thousand blanks to a prize, the clergyman, (no doubt 
fearing the loss of his salary) soon after delivered a 
discourse, in which (we presume on a new calculation) 
he stated that in his opinion, something more than half 
the human race would finally be saved. Whether 
this persuaded the gentleman to continue his support, 
we have not ascertained. 

QUERY. 

How long would it take this accommodating clergy- 
man, under the influence of so powerful a monitor as 
the appalling spectre of a reduced salary, to become a 
Universalist, provided his liberality should increase in 
the same arithmetical proportion in future ? 


REMARKS ON 2 cor. It. 15, 16. 


_ We notice this passage in compliance with a request 
irom our friendly correspondent, who wished our 
views on this subject. The words are these : “For we 
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are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that 
are saved and in them that perish. To the one we are 
the savor of death unto death ; and to the other the sa- 
vor of life unto life: and who is sufficient for these 
things ?” 

The writer of this article is willing to confess that 
this subject does not appear perfectly clear to him, 
but thinks, ona careful examination, it affords some 
meaning which bears an analogy to other passages of 
scripture, and things which are taught us by human 
experience. That the subject has been considered 
ambiguous is evident from the various ways in which 
different translators have rendered it. This will ap- 
pear from the following quotations : 

“For we are a sweet odor of Christ unto God, 
among those that are saved, and among those that are 
lost: to the one, we are the odor of death unto death ; 
and to the other, the odor of life unto life : and who 
is sufficient for these things f’’—Improved Version. 

“For we are in God a sweet savor in Christ both 
unto them prepared for deliverance, and them for des- 
truction: to oné a deadly savor unto death ; to the 
other, a living saver unto life ; according to the suita- 
bleness of each.””— Wakefield. 

“Because we are for God a strong odor of Christ 
among them who are saved, and among them who pe- 
rish (to these indeed an odor of death for death, but 
to those an odor of life for life) who therefore is suf- 
ficient for this ?’— Thomson. 

The savor of death unto death, seems to import the 
addition of one death to another. This is evidently 
the sense given by Wakefield and Thomson. Admit- 
ting this to be correct, the subject naturally presents 
this difficult question, how can the savor of, death be 
called a sweet savor of God to any one ? A Hopkin- 
sian, b srty me might say, It is the pleasure of God in 
beholding the miseries of the damned, as an endless 
display of his justice. But we are very sensible that 
such an answer will not satisfy us. If wesay, death 
unto death means the destruction of death, the idea 
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does not well comport with their perishing or being | 
lost, neither would it seem to form a proper antithesis 
to the idea of life unto life. 

It is observed by a learned writer, “that the Apos- 
tle in this passage alludes to the perfumes which used 
to be censed during the triumphal procession of the 
Romans ; Plutarch, on an occasion of this kind, des- 
cribes the streets and temples as being full of incense, 
which might be not improperly called, an odor of death 
to the vanquished, and an ee of life to the victors. 
It is certain however that the eXpressions, odor of 
death and odor of life, are agreeable to the Jewis 
phraseology.” 

The best way of explaining the passage, that is 
known to the writer of this article, is from this con- 


sideration that the good and perfect gifts of heaven, 
by perversion or abuse,produce consequences, directly 
contrary to their natural effects. The gospel is good 


news of great joy which shall be unto all people ; but 
is not now soreceived. And if aman receives these 
good news, and rejoices in his heart, and still he should 


be disposed to pervert his privilege, the good savor 
by abuse would prove a savor of death. If the man 
were in a state of death before, which we may take 
for granted, the good savor is a savor of death unto 
death. This idea appears by the language of St. Peter 
in his 2d Ep. ii. 20, 21. “For if after they have escap- 
ed the pollutions of the world through the knowledge 
ef the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein and overcome, the latter end is 
worse with them than te beginning. For it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of righ- 
teousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from 
the’holy commandment delivered untothem.” Christ’s 
coming “to seta man at va iance against his father, 
and the daughter against her mother, and the daugh- 
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law,” cas take place, 
only by a perversion of the good savor of his knowl- 
edge. These remarks may perhaps be sufficient to 
give some general ideas of the subject ; but after all, 
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it appears the more probable the Apostle had an allu- 
sion to some circumstance in the Corinthian church, 
which is unknown to us, and on which account, the 
passage is a little obscure, tho its general import is 
jeer evident from a comparison of various scriptures, 
and from its connexion, which the reader is requested 
tonotice. Respecting the perishing and the lost, let it 
not be forgotten that Jesus came to seek and to save 
that which was /ost. And if by perversion the gospel 
proves asavor of death unto death, still by the instru- 
mentality of him who hath all power in heaven and in 
earth, the victory over death may be obtained in due 
time, and eventuate in a savor of life unto life. 





REMARKS ON HEBREWS vI. 4, 5, 6. 


“For it is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 


were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tas- 
ted the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again 


unto repentance: seeing they crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an epen shame.”’ 


Notwithstanding this passage appears nearly as 
strong against the faith of universal salvation as any 
in the Bible, it is very seldom brought forward for that 
purpose. The reasons undoubtedly are because it 
equally opposes the popular sentiments of the day. 
One of these is, that the present life is a day of preba- 
tion for eternity. This day of probation is the whole 
of a man’s life, according to the poet; 


‘life is the time to serve the Lord, 
The time t? insure the great reward ; 
And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
ihe etlest sinner may return.” 


The argument in thetext, therefore, comes not 
against the Universalists in a proper form to suit their 
opposers ; for this impossibility of renewal to repent- 





178 ~~ Christian Repository. / 


tance, according to the text, is established when they 
fall away, which may be a number of years before 
death, the time in which the common opinion fixes the 
unalterable state. For this reason our opposers are 
careful, how they wield a weapon, that is so danger- 
ous to themselves. 

The doctrine of the “final perseverance of the saints,” 
held by those who oppose the Arminian system, meets 
with a very great difficulty in this passage of scripture. 
Some to avoid this difficulty, attempt to maintain that 
those experiences are not descriptive of what they un- 
derstand by the new birth; but what the new birth 
has, that is better, we have never beentold. We 
learn what it is to be enlightened, from Ephe. i. 18, 19, 
“The eyes of your understanding being enlightened ; 
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us- ward who believe}; according to the work- 
ing of his mighty power.” “Have tasted of the heav- 
enly gift” and “of the good word of God,” is not a 
scanty participation, as some pretend, but an actual 
experience. When Christ tasted death, we all con- 
clude, he died. What better gift, can any one have 
than to be a partaker of the holy spirit? No man ever 
prays for a better blessing. The world to come, no 
doubt means the same as the ages to come, in W hich 
God will shew “the exceeding riches of his grace.” 
Ephe. ii. 7. ges and world have the same cig 
in the Greek, the one being singular and the other 
plural. 

It appears evident from the passage under consid- 
eration, that there is no attainment in Christian vir- 
tue so high, as to render a person perfectly secure 
from falling. “Wherefore, let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall.’ The given descrip- 
tion in the aforenamed passage in Hebrews, is evi- 
dently that of an open apostate. They who crucify 
the Son of God afresh and put him to an open shame, 
must be those who not only secretly despise, but open- 
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iy contemn the glorious Redeemer, and his doctrine, 
after they had become acquainted with his mercy, and 
had tasted the good word of God through him. 

Respecting the impossibility of such apostates be- 
ng ever renewed again to repentance, we shall do 
well to observe the usual import of such scriptural 
phraseology. There is no better way to interpret the 
words of an author, than by the known manner in 
which he uses language. The same is equally true of 
the inspired writers. By the analogy that one passage 
bears to another, and by the known manner in which 
particular expressions are used, are we to understand 
their neaning. When Christ said, “It is easier fora 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than fora 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God,” the words 
naturally import an im possibility. They were so un- 
derstood by the disciples who “were exceedingly 
amazed, saying, Who then can be saved ?” Jesus then 
intimated that the expression had a particular applica- 
tion by saying, “With man this is impossible ; but 
with God all things are possible.” This expression 
then was not calculated to militate against the power 
of Ged to save mankind. We notice another passage 
in John of a similar nature; “He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth onhim.” As forbidding as this passage appears, 
we learn that his exclusion from life is limited to his 
state ofunbelief. Our hope of them, therefore, rests 
on their conversion from unbelief to faith in the Son 
of God; for “he that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.’ Every unbeliever that is capable of 
conversion may, through this medium, attain everlast- 
ing life; and it is generally thought, this liberty is 
granted toall men. 

The apostle in stating the impossibility of renew- 
ing to repentance such persons as he described, had, 
it is thought, a more particular allusion to the means 
which are - employed i in this life. He who has slight- 
_ ed the means that once brought him to repentance ; 


> 
" despised the Savior whom he once leved ; and forsoek 























2 ee 


wks eee 
Tae i a 
eg oleae cable 


a 
Mt ie 


Se ae ee 
. tile a 7 See. ee a p ——. , - 


- » od “ge 9 a 








180 Christian Repository. 


the way of life, the only way of true felicity; has no 
reason to expect the mild influences of the gospel will 
again so attract his attention and enliven his feelings, 
as to save him from impending destruction and mise- 
ry. As the earth that beareth tiorns and briers is re- 
jected, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be 
urned, in like manner is represented their deplorable 
situation. Butas bad as their situation may be, it is 
not to be forgotten that they are in the hands of a kind 
and faithful Creator, who is able to save the unbeliev- 
er and the rich man. Nor have we reason to believe, 
we are under any necessity of interpreting the pas- 
sage under consideration, in such a way as to militate 
against the great and precious promises of him “who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.” : 
With reference to the impossibility of renewing to 
repentance such as are there described, it is to be 
noticed, the text does not say it is impossible for God 
to renew them. Our Savior observed with reference 
to a similar difficulty, “With men this is impossible ; 
but with God all things are possible.” Another thing 
is worthy of observation, the textdoes not say it is 
impossible ever to renew them to repentance. It 
may, therefore, be understood, without any violation 
of language, to apply to some particular period, and 
with reference to certain means, which the nature of 
the subject naturally suggests. Respecting the time 
and means we have already given an opinion. How 
far this will satisfy our correspondent or the public, 
is not for us to determine; but should we meet their 
displeasure, we should only have the mortification of 
failing in a humble attempt to explain in some degree 
one selected portion of the divine testimony. 
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From the Universalist Magazine. 

The following copy of a letter from Mr. Dariv 
Puiprs, a respectable gentleman of Hopkinton, Ms. 
to Rev, Tuomas Wuitremore, of Cambridgeport, 

_ mies ew the spirit of our opposers, and the manner 
in which they are disposed to treat Universatists. 


HOPKINTON, Sept. 4, 1822. 


Dear Sir,—This is to inform you, that previous to 
the last year’s preachers leaving this circuit, which 
was about the first of July last, 1 requested a dismis- 
sion from the Methodist church to which I then be- 
longed. I asked this dismission, thinking that some 
of the members were averse te communing with me, 
because I attended the Universalists’ meetings, read 
and circulated their books, and, in fact, I was advised 
te this measure by one of the members of the church. 
I spoke to Br. P. who is the leader of the class, and to 
Br. B. who was the preacher then here, upon this 
subject. They both advised me to desist from attend - 
ing the Universalists’ meetings, and speaking in their 
favor, and to remain among them. Bir. P. said many 
hard things about Universalists, that he was not pleas- 
ed with their company, and that they were not a pray- 
ing people, &c. &c. I addressed a letter to him on 
this’ subject, in which [ asked him if it were criminad 
to dined or disseminate the principle and spirit of 
universal benevolence, impartial goodness, and chris- 
tian affection. I told him if it were, I must not only 
plead guilty of having done, but of wishing to do 8, 
and added, that I hoped that such criminality might 
be more prevalent. 

It appeared to be the general wish of the members, 
so far as Leould aseertain, that I should remain where 
T was, and cease from believing and speaking in favor 
of Universalism; and what makes me confident in 
this opinion, is their requesting me to remain. with 
them, and. not granting me my dismission, when I ask- 
edit ofthem. I would be plainly understood that I 


_» Was desirous of continuing in their fellowship, and. of 
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joining them in their communion; but then I would not 


for this sacrifice the enjoyment ef my opinion, nor 
my right of marin, at convenient seasons, such doc- 
trines as I believed. My only reason for asking a dis- 
mission was, I would not give the members the pain 
of sitting down with me, if such it should be to them. 
I feel friendly to all mankind, and think that we ought 
not to make our little differences of opiniona cause of 
disfellowship and disunion. 

When their preacher warned me to beware of Uni- 
versalism, and the sophistry of the teachers of it, I 
reminded him that he and his brethren declare in the 
pulpit that this doctrine is more rational and consis- 
tent than the Calvinistic, and yet they would permit 
the members to go to the Calvinistic meetings, and let 
the thing pass off without remark. 

At the meeting where this conversation took plaee, 
1 was very frank, and opened my mind unreservedly 
to the members, that they might grant me my dismis- 
sion, if my opinion or the liberty I took in worship- 
ping occasionally with the Universalists should have 
a tendency to induce them to do this. I told them 
that I could not deny myself the privilege of reading, 
hearing, nor conversing; that I was as willing to be 
called an Universalist, as any thing else; that the 
name would not make the person honest nor dishonest, 
christian nor antichristian, neither on this account, 
said J, is the love of God shed abroad in the heart. 

They concluded not to grant me my request, and, 
therefore, I supposed that 1 should continue with them 
as I had formerly done, in the enjoyment of familiar 
intercourse and christian communion; and this sup- 

sition gave me joy, for I must say that I do not feel 
in my heart to disassociate with or disrespect any one, 
because he does not believe upen all subjects as I do. 
I felt a confidence that they could not charge me with 
immorality, and I will say that they made not the 


_ least reflection against my moral conduct. As to at- 


tending the meetings of other denominations, oeca- 
sienally, they ave mere or less guilty of this, if it 
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can be considered a crime, and as to doctrine, neither 
two of them think alike in all points. 

After public service, on the first Sabbath in this 
month, the members were requested to stop. They 
requested me to retire. Judge of my surprise, when 
, jm I was'informed that I was expelled, or, in other words, 
F suspended until I should make a public acknowledge- 

ment. ‘The preacher in conversation with me stated, 
_ §@ that they were all perfectly willing that I should enjoy 
my opinion, but not that I should make itknown. He 
said that they entertained no doubt of my sincerity, 
and hoped that I would have no hard feelings towards 
them, for they were my friends. Taking me by the 
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hand, he bid me farewell. 

Some.will undoubtedly call their conduct the work 
of the Holy Spirit, and some will call it persecution: 
to me it appears to oppose itself. 

And now, altho some of my brethren-have treated 


ts jh 


me, as I think, unhandsomely and unkindly, still I 
fee] no other disposition than todo them good. In 
God do I put my trust. I feel under obligations te 
him for his past favors, and rejoice in the participa- 
tion of his present, and in the hope of his future good- 
ness. “He is good to all, and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.” “O Lord, just and true are thy 
ways. Who shall not fear thee and glorify thy name ? 
Ali nations shall come and worship before thee.”’ 


Dear Sir, I remain yours affectionately, 
DAVID PHIPPS. 


= a a 


Rey. T. Wuirremore,. 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


ETERNITY OF GOD. 

We receive such repeated intimations of decay in 
the world through which we are passing, decline and 
change and loss follow decline and change and loss in 
such rapid succession, that we can almost catch the 
~ sound of universal wasting, and hear the work of deso- 
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lation going on busily around us. “The mountain fall- 
ing cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of 
his place. The waters wear the stones, the things 
which grow out of the dust of the earth are washed 
away, and the hope of man is destroyed.”’ Conscious 
of our own instability we look about for something to 
rest on, but we look in vain. The heavens and the 
earth had a beginning, and they will have an end. The 
face of the world is changing, daily and hourly. All 
animated things grow old and die. The rocks crumble, 
the trees fall, aed fade, and the grass withers. 
The clouds are flying, and the waters are flowing away 
from us. 

The firmest works of man, too, are gradually giving 
way, the ivy clings to the mouldering tower, the briar 
hangs cut from the shattered window, and the wall- 
flower springs from the disjointed stones. The foun- 
ders of these perishable works have shared the same 
fate long ago. If we look back to the days of our an- 
cestors, to the men as well as the dwellings of former 
times, they become immediately associated in our ima- 
ginations, and only make the feeling of instability 
stronger and deeper than before. In the spacious 
domes, which once held our fathers, the serpent hisses, 
and the wild bird screams. The halls, which once 
were crowded with all that taste and science and labor 
could procure, which resounded with melody, and were 
lighted up with beauty, are buried by their own ruins, 
mocked by their own desolation. The voice of mer- 
riment, and of wailing, the steps of the busy and the 
idle have ceased in the deserted courts, and the weeds 
choke the entrances, and the long grass waves upon 
the hearth-stone. The works of art, the forming hand, 
the tombs, the very ashes they contained, are all gone. 

While we thus walk among the ruins of the past, a 
sad feeling of insecurity comes over us ; and that feel- 
ing is by no means diminished when we arrive at 
home. if we turn to our friends, we can hardly speak 
to them before they bid us farewell. We see them 
for a few moments, and in a few moments more their 














countenances are changed, and they are sent away. 
It matters not how near and dear they are The 
ties which bind us together are never too close to be 
parted, or too strong to be broken. Tears were never 
known to move the king of terrors, neither is it enough 
that we are compelled to surrender one, or two, or 
many of those we love, for tho the price is so great, 
we buy no favor with it, and our hold on those who 
remain is as slight as ever. The shadows all elude 
our grasp, and follow one another down the valley. 
We gain no confidence then, no feeling of security by 
turning to our contemporaries and kindred. We know 
that the forms, which are breathing around us, are as 
shortlived and fleeting as those were, which have been 
dust forcenturies. ‘Te sensation of vanity, uncer- 
tainty, and ruin, is equally as strong, whether we muse 
on what has long been prostrate, or gaze on what is 
falling now, or will fall so soon. 
If every thing which comes under our notice has 
endured for so shorta time, and in so short a time will 
be no more, we cannot say that we receive the least 
assurance by thinking on ourselves. When they, on 
whose fate we have been meditating, were engaged in 
the active scenes of life, as full of health and hone as 
we are now, what werewe ? We had no knowledee, no 
consciousness, no being ; there was not a single thin 
in the wide universe which knew us. And after the 
same interval shall have elapsed, which new divides 
their days from ours, what shall we be? What they 
are now. Whenafew more friends have left, a few 
more hopes deceived, and a few more changes mocked 
us, “we shall be brought to the grave, and shali remain 
in the tomb, the clods of the valley shall be sweet 
unto us, and every man shall follow us, as there are 
innumerable before us.”” All power will have forsak- 
en the strongest, and the loftiest will bedaid low, and 
every eye will be clgsed, and every voice hushed, and 
every heart will have ceased its beating. And when 
we have gone ourselves, even our memories<wil!l not 
Stay behind us long. A few of the near and dear 
16* 
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will bear our likeness in their bosoms, till they too 
have arrived at the end of their journey, and entered 
the dark dwelling of unconsciousness. In the thoughts 
of others we shall live only till the last sound of the 
bell, which informs them of our departure, has ceased 
to vibrate in their ears. A stone, perhaps, niay tell 
- some wanderer where we lie, when we came here, and 
when we went away, but even that will soon refuse to 
bear us record ; “time’s effacing fingers” will be busy 
on its surface, and at length will wear it smooth, and 
then the stone itself will sink, or crumble, and the 
wanderer of another age will pass, without a single 
call upon his sympathy, over our unheeded graves. 


[ To be continued. | 


ANECDOTES. 


A Limitarian preacher in conversation with a clown, 
reprimanded him severely for not attending meeting, 
and finally told him that in perdition, he would have 
no opportunity_to hear preaching. “It will not be for 
the want of ministers I guess,”’ replied the clown. 

P. Uni. Magazine. 


A zealous, eloquent preacher of the Arminian prin- 
ciples, used the following energetic method to induce 
sinners to repent and serve Christ. “Come, sinners, 
leave the service of the devil and try religion for one 
year, one month, one week, or even one day, and if 
you are dissatisfied and want to go back to your old 
master again, I will be the devil’s bondsman that he 
will accept of you.”"—Jntelligencer. 


An avaricious professor was asked, how he could 
exhort and pray with such fervor.: He replied; “I 
leave my worldly disposition at the threshold of the 
house.” True, said a neighbor, but you are careful 


to leave it where you can find it again when you 
tome eut.— ibid. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


“The Methodists in the United States, with their 
families, are supposed to amount to a _ million of per- 
sons—about one tenth of the whole population.” 





A considerable body of Methodists in Kentucky, 
have lately separated themselves from the Episcopal 
Methodists, and instituted a mode of church govern- 
ment of their own, which nearly resembles that of 
Presbyterians. Chris. Philan. 





Belsham’s translation of the Epistles of Paul_—The 
Rev. Thomas Belsham’s Translation and Exposi- 
tion ef the Epistles of Paul is conrpleted, and has is- 
sued from thea.press in London. Two editions of this 
work have been already printed, one in quarto, and the 
other in octavo, which is comprised in four volumes. 

Uni. Miscellany. 





The Birman Empire is said to contain 14 milfions 
of people. The only Christian Missionary in the Em- 
pire is Rev. Mr. Judson. He pursed his undertak- 
ing with great fortitude and perseverance, but has as 
yet but little fruit of his labors. The Birmans, tho 
not so cunning, deceitful, and artful as the Hindoos 
in general, are very cruel and despotic. In Birman, 
as in Bengal, the centien are not allowed to receive 
instruction. We are told that Mrs. Judson, (who is 
now on a visit to this country) proposed to buy 25 
girls for the purpose of Mmstructing them in reading, 
writing and useful knowledge. It is the prevailing 
custom of the country, when a man becomes insol- 
vent, to sell his wife and children to pay the creditors. 
Mr. and Mrs. Judson wished to avail themselves of this 
circumstance, to bring a number of females under 
their personal. management. The expense for 25, 
would be about £125. 

We do not know how this project may strike oth- 
ers, but to us it speaks much against the wisdom of 
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any further exertions -in, so hopeles an undertaking. 
The circumstance that such a measure is mercenary, 
seems to us to afford the most unequivocal evidence, 
that the present scheme for christianizing the inhab- 
itantsof that empire is Utopian. It seems to us that 
nothing short of some special and extraordinary inter- 
position of Providence, or some mighty revolution, 
which shall shake the strong hold of their prejudices, 
and bring them acquainted with European arts, man- 
ners, principles, and attainments, will open the way 
for any successful operations in behalf of Christianity. 
Christian Register. 


Proposals are issued for publishing in the city of 
New York, a literary work to be entitled the United 
States Quarterly Review, to be conducted by an asso- 
ciation of literary gentlemen residing in different 
parts of the Union. The editors state their grand ob- 
jects are togive currency to a classic taste ; health- 
ful, yet refined literature ; the researches of science ; 
valuable treatises upon political economy ; recorded 
improvements in the mechanic arts; discriminating 
and impartial history ; those systems of medicine in 
all its branches, which are the result of experience 
and fact, confirmed law, sound politics ; and the purest 
principles of revealed religion. The numbers of this 
work will appear quarterly—at the beginning of the 
months of January, April, July, and October, of each 
year. Each number to contain 250 pages octavo. The 
price will be $5 per annum, payable on the delivery 
of the second number. Boston Patriot. 


“An English Monthly Journal is to be commenced 
at Moscow—the first attempt to print the English 


language in Russia. There may yet be a universal 
language.” 


It is confirmed, that the Emperor Alexander had 
iven peremptory orders for the shutting up of all the 
asonic Lodges in Russia. All persons holding pub- 
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lic situations, either in the army, navy, or civil de- 
partments, are enjoined to renounce Masonry for 
ever, under the penalty of expulsion. This measure 
had excited an extraordinary sensation at St. Peters- 
burgh, and was the subject of general conversation 
there. Gaz. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A few pieces we have on hand that willbe attended 
in our next; also, one or two requests to explain 
one or two passages of scripture will be noticed. 








OBITUARY. 


Died at Alstead, N. H. September 24th, Mrs. Abigail Chan- 
dler, wife of Mr. Joel Chandler, in the 76th year of her age. 

In Whiting, on the Ist instant, Mrs. Needham, wife of Dea. 
Moulton Needham. She came to her end by being bled, and 
in the night, subsequently while at rest in her bed, took to 
bleeding, and before she was discovered or was aware of it her- 
self, was so reduced that she shortly after expired. 


We publish the following serious and interesting lines at the 
sequest of a friend, who gave the Editor a copy for this pur- 
pose. The sentiment, however, as expressed in the 8th verse 
seems to border too much on what is called the doctrine of 
necessity, to coincide fully with our wishes.—Ep. 

THOUGHTS, OCCASIONED BY SEEING THE EXECUTION OF 
DANIEL DAVIS FARMER, AT AMHERST, JANUARY 3D, 
1822—xkKEEPING THE EYE UPON CALVINISM.——BY J. Ge 


1 O! did the Gad, the God of love decree, 
That this poor Farmer should a murderer be? 
' And after years of sin and murd’rous strife, 

‘enc. That on the gallows he should end his life ? 


2 Not only so, did he predestinate 
That endless torments in a future state, 


Should be his lot and final destiny, 
For sinful deeds which God did fore decree? 
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S If this be true, O! what a wretch forlorn ! 


Good had it been if he had not been born : 
©! must he sin through life by God’s decree, 
And for it suffer endless misery ? 


4 Was God at first self mov’d to form a plan, 
To make a race of beings such as man, 


And in that plan to happiness ordain 
A certain part, the rest to endless pain ? 





5 What could induce the Lord thus to create 
Objects for him eternally to hate ? 
And push them into life a while to be, 


And then to feel his wrath eternally? 





6 O, Mr. Calvin ? if thy creed be right, 
Doth not thy God in tormenting delight? 
No wonder then, for thy religion’s sake, 


Thou caused’st Servetus to burn at stake. 


nas tage ? 
(Tee 


7 If God’s not willing that so much as one 
Should perish, but should to repentance come,* 
How can we think he’ll doom to endless pain, 
For sins which he himself did fore-ordain ? 


iy 
F 


8 That God as Sovereign, all things did ordain, 
Not only sin, but consequential pain: 
I don’t deny, but still a doubt remains, 
Whether for sins he dooms to endless pains. 


= eee ane em — st 
> “i ns 


9 Opposed to God is Adam’s sinful race, 
Until renew’d and sanctify’d by grace ; 
Tat wrath and hatred which in them do dwell, 
Kindled to flame do constitute a heli. 


10 A moral change must needs be wrought in them, 
Which scripture terms a being “born again,” 
Or else they never can in Heaven dwell, 
But will remain in this tormenting hell... 


* 2 Peter iii, 9. 
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tl The question thenis, will the God of grace 
Save only part of Adam’s sinful race: 


And leave the rest in love with sin and thrall, 
Never to know the way of peace at all P 


12 Or, whether he with equal love to all, 
Will bring all in by an effectual call, 
And wash them clean from sin’s pollution free, 
To praise his name to all eternity. 


t3 Ifthis be true, what shouts of joy will sound! 
To God’s great name what glory will redound ! 
Poor Farmer ’II sing, from prison chains set free, 
And praise Free Grace upon the bighest key! 


——— 
REFLECTIONS IN A CHURCH-YARD. 


When the voice of the turtle and red-breast is stil], 
And nature environ’d in night’s murky zone, 

And the voice of the boding ow! hoots on the hill, 
While silence at intervals breaks the sad tone, 

I delight to the church-yard to wandér alone, 
And converse with whom converse in silence is held, 

With those in whom virtue in life’s morning shone, 
And with those who in opposite characters fell. 


Here I walk o’er the turf-cover’d beds of the dead, 

*Mong the white marble monuments rear’d to their 
name ; 

Here the proud and the mighty, reclining the head, 
Forget their desires and “ambition for fame : 

Here, the warrior no more into battie will go, 
Nor mariner plow o’er the billowy surf; 

Here the haughty are humbled, th’ exalted bro’t low ; 
Here the prince and the peasant sleep under the turf. 


That beauty that rivall’d the lily and rose— — 
That strength, so athletic in youth’s sturdy arm 
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The gray-hair’d and infant, alike now repose, 
Of distinctions, regardless, and reckless of harm. 
Here intemperance check’d and licentiousness quell’d, 
The passions in slumber are hushed to rest ; 
In quiescence the tongue of the slanderer is held, 
And worth is no longer by envy oppress’d. 
. * 





The rich man no longer oppresses the poor, 
The slave to his labor is driven no more; 
No longer the miserly, pelf-loving door 
Drives off the poor beggar in tears from his door. 
Here the maim’d and the halt. the blind, deaf and dumb, 
The cripple, and lunatic, feel not their woes: 
Here the weary may rest, their work being done, 
And the wicked no longer their troubles impose. 


Here the high and the low, the rich and the poor, 
The bond and the free, in the narrow house lie. 
But while I survey the sad ravages o’er, 

I reflect that myself with my fellows must die. 
Come then, my deliverer, O death, bear me home! 
Thou art but a friend to my soul in disguise ; 
Soon, soon, my dear Jesus, to thee wili I come, 


Redeemed from corruption, my soul to thee flies. 


DS. 
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